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We have 
no plans 
to move 
travellers’ 


■ By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

DEPUTY Prime Minister 
John Prescott has moved 
to distance himself from 
proposals to move hun- 
dreds of travellers from 
Crays Hill to Pitsea. 

Following a high-profile 
campaign against allowing 
travellers at the unautho- 
rised Dale Farm camp a new 
legal site at Terminus Drive, 
Mr Prescott's office insisted 
there were no firm plans for 
the move. 

A spokesperson said: “The 
Government has no plans to 
move travellers from Dale 
Farm to Pitsea. Basildon 
Council sought our help in 
resolving the situation and 
we have suggested, along 
with English Partnerships, 
that land at Terminus Drive 
could be considered as an 
alternative site. 

“This is in no way reward- 
ing those who have broken 
planning laws. The fact is 
that there are not enough 
authorised sites because 
local authorities have not 
identified suitable land in 
their local plans and there is 
an urgent need to find a prac- 
tical alternative.” 

Meanwhile, the campaign 
against the suggested move 
is gathering pace. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley has raised several 
objections with Mr Prescott’s 
office that would rule out the 
site for residential use. 

He said studies have 
revealed three potential 
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areas of contaminated land 
within the site, it would suf- 
fer unacceptable noise levels 
from traffic and there would 
be a risk of pollution to 
neighbouring marshland 
areas designated as sites of 
special scientific interest. 

Mr Buckley also said two 
public footpaths run across 
the site. 

The council is also contact- 
ing Network Rail and Pitsea 
Tesco for their views on the 
scheme. 

Essex County Council has 
already lodged objections on 
highways and educational 
grounds. 

Billericay and District 
Tory MP John Baron will 
hand a petition signed by 
more than 1,000 people to Mr 
Prescott when they meet on 
January 12. 



